
Affiliation Overview
PSM affiliation is a quality-control process administered by the PSM National Office to ensure a strong and distinctive PSM brand.  
The requirements to become an affiliated program are specified by a list of Guidelines. PSM degrees are interdisciplinary and 
provide science, business, and professional skills education that prepares graduates for employment in industry. Professional 
accreditation, certification or related processes often emerge to maintain quality and organizations are established to re-visit 
academic programs on a regular basis to ensure compliance. However, PSMs are not typically aligned with any profession 
that requires licensing or specific accreditation.  The high degree of variability for PSM programs does not warrant such strict 
accreditation and our affiliation process is considered a much lower barrier-to-entry than accreditation. A review committee is 
assembled to review an affiliation application for each PSM program on a 5-year cycle. These reviews are performed remotely and 
no site visit is held.

BACKGROUND:
  z The first PSM programs emerged 

in the late 1990’s in response 
to employer demand for STEM 
graduates with professional skills. 

  z The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
provided funding for the launch of 
such programs. 

  z The Council of Graduate Schools 
(CGS), from 2006-2012, administered 
the affiliation process and developed 
survey instruments to characterize 
and track the evolution of the PSM 
movement. 

  z In 2012 the National Science 

Foundation provided nearly $15M 
in funding to support the launch of 
more programs. 

  z In November 2012, the CGS 

transferred responsibility for PSM 
Affiliation to the PSM National Office 
housed at Keck Graduate Institute in 
Claremont, CA. 

Benefits of PSM Affiliation
Promotional Assistance and Branding
• Listing on professionalsciencemasters.org

• Use of the PSM Logo: The PSM logo assures students, employers, academics,
policy makers, and others that the program has met quality assurance criteria
established by a national advisory board. It brands the program as part of the
PSM initiative.

• Joint Recruitment: The PSM National Office, the CGS, and the National
Professional Science Master’s Association (NPSMA) promote joint student
recruitment by collaboratively promoting the PSM initiative, sponsoring
regional and national conferences, and securing exhibit space at appropriate
national meetings.

Consultative Meetings
Affiliated members share best practices, and solicit suggestions, through meetings 
coordinated by the PSM National Office, The CGS, and the NPSMA: 

• NPSMA regional and national meetings

• CGS summer workshop and CGS annual meeting sessions

• Monthly phone calls for the PSM National Office Steering Committee 
and leadership for systemwide, statewide, and regional PSM leadership

Research and Advocacy

• Research: The PSM National Office conducts research on best practices,
enrollments and degrees, and student outcomes.

• Presentations: The PSM National Office promotes the PSM through
presentations at meetings of appropriate national and regional associations.

•
Advocacy: Promotion is provided through the graduate dean community,
university and system-wide groups, higher education administration, legislative
arenas, and professional industry organizations.

Where can I find additional 
information?
Details about affiliation, timelines, 
fees, and definitions can be found at 
www.professionalsciencemasters.org/new-
affiliation-and-affiliation-review
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